


Jude (1:1-4)
Is it ever right to fight, for theological issues?
Is there ever a time to draw a line in the sand & fight for biblical truth?
Many tend to answer more out of personality than theological conviction
Some people’s personality: “Peace at all costs”
Confrontation will be difficult — conflict; damaged relationships; split churches 
Tendency to look the other way, call it “extending grace” — sometimes is, sometimes is not, an excuse to ignore the issues
When this approach followed, exclusively—churches disintegrate, lack biblical standards
Others: personality lead them to fight over anything and everything
Matter of doctrinal truth, no matter how big/little — go to the mat
Call it “standing up for truth” — often excuse to argue and quibble
When this approach is followed, exclusively — churches tend to become legalistic, and ineffective, and wither and die.
Book of Jude deals with this question
Answers, “Yes,”  and then helps us see what we should fight about
Three-fold Salutation
Jesus’ little brother, born to Mary and Joseph
James, his brother, was the head of the Jerusalem church (Acts 15)
V 3 — Why he is writing
Wanted to write about their “common” — faith they all share
But something happened
 Greek behind “Contend” is actually stronger than “contend”
“Fight” — Take the gloves off — duke it out
Yes, there are time to fight, but fight over what?
“The Faith”
Sense of a creed — The faith is a set of doctrines/beliefs
Fight for the basic, core, theological beliefs that define who we are as Christians
As we will see in Jude, this includes:
Who is Jesus? — “Christology”
A believer cannot live in sin — “Sanctification”
Gal 1 — justification by faith is under attack — condemnation
Not talking about the fringe, secondary theological  issues
While all of theology matters, some doctrine matter more than others.
“Adiaphora” — Sabbath keeping, tithing, Transubstantiation
(Challenge to decide what is core and what is secondary)
Tendency is to see your own pet peeves as core
Turn to the creeds — “Apostles,” Nicene, Augsburg Confessioon
Jude: It is the foundational truths of the gospel that are non-negotiable
The core, theological doctrines of Scripture are deserving of debate
“Once for all delivered to the saints”
By Jude’s day (not exactly sure), the basic shape of Christianity is set
Developed into “Orthodoxy”
Church’s historical understanding of what the Bible means (creeds)





V 4 — Reason why he changed what we was writing about
 “Certain people”
Sneaks —condemned by God — ungodly
Will see: leaders and elders — not even Christians
Always be opposition to the gospel from the outside
Most dangerous opposition comes internally — wolf in sheep’s clothing
Acts 20:28-30 fulfilled in 1 Timothy (elders)
Two specific heresies being taught by the heretics
1. “Pervert the grace of our God into sensuality”
God will forgive, so why not sin, live in immorality — “Sanctification”
Romans 6
When fight for the faith? When doctrine of sanctification is being attacked.
Holiness never matters — religious experience — fire insurance
“One moment of positive volition” — heresy
2. “Deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ”
Specifics aren’t clear, but “Who is Jesus?” — “Christology”
1 John — spirit of the antichrist — deny Jesus came in the flesh
When fight for the faith? When Christology is being attacked.
Satan’s brother; created being; prophet; good person
What does this look like for us at SHF?
Statement of faith — Our understanding of the “faith once delivered”
Let me be very practical — from the elders
Significant for what it says
If member — leader (e.g., teacher) — you must believe every word
Learning curve
Shiloh Institute; Discovery class
Center of orthodoxy — safe
Practical: if you don’t, you are more than welcome to worship here
Not a cult/control
Not welcome to teach
Not welcome to encourage people to believe what is contrary to SF
We have a standard, and we will stick to it
Significant for what it does not say
We have agreed to disagree on many issue — many things not in the SF
Dispensationalism — opinion of the Kingdom of God (preach)
Eschatology — premil; amill; postmill; I don’t know or care-mill
As long as Jesus is coming back in judgment and glory
Charismatic gifts
Election
If you are an attender here, we welcome discussion of these “adiaphora”
Not welcome to push a personal theological agenda — adiaphora
We are people of the book
First and foremost (read Statement of Faith)
SF says we have decided to interpret the Bible in basic agreement with how the church has interpreted the Bible for the past 2000 years.
Church sits on the edge of a knife
Easy to fall to one side (grace, no confrontation) or other (stand for truth; cult)
It is orthodoxy, our SF, that helps us balance as we live on the edge of the knife
“Fight for the Faith that was once for all delivered to the saints”
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